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With so much great content and useful tools out 
there, creating a boring presentation is getting 
more and more challenging these days. I found 
it unsettling that good old PowerPoints might be 
on decline. Therefore I set out on a mission to 
find out top 10 ingredients for creating a boring 
presentation and keep the tradition alive. And I 
believe I have found them. Here they are. 
 
1. Make a long introduction 
 
Firstly, you need to introduce yourself. It is 
absolutely crucial for your audience to know 
about your academic records and professional background in detail. Describe which universities you 
attended and where you worked in 2005. If you’re confident enough, feel free to drop in an anecdote 
or two from your professional life. Don’t be afraid to dedicate 10-15 minutes of your presentation to 
the introduction before your move on to your topic. 
 
2. The more text the better 
 
With so much in mind, it’s very important to lay out everything on slides. Place all the text on the 
slides so your audience can follow what you’re saying word by word. Put as many words as 
inhumanly possible in each slide. It’s not recommended to use any pictures as they take too much 
space and leave little room for the textual content.   
 
Secret tip: If you want to spice up your presentation, use bullet points with complete sentences. 
 
3. Definitely, don’t prepare!  
 
Once all the texts are placed on the slides, there is no need to prepare for your presentation. Simply 
step in front of your audience and start reading from the slides. Make sure to read out all the content 
so you cover your topic thoroughly. Don’t worry about not being familiar with the flow of your slides; 
looking confused gives your presentation a touch of authenticity. 
 
4. Use graphs with tons of data  
 
Design data-centric slides with numerous graphs and tons of data. It is crucial that you include all the 
data that is at least slightly related to the topic. Then, describe in details all the variables, axes and 
figures. The most importantly, do not conclude! Let your audience draw their own conclusions. 
 
5. Speak monotonously 
 
Speak steadily and monotonously so your audience can follow every single word that you’re saying. 
Continuous narrative also helps you to keep your audience in undisturbed trance. So remember, don’t 
charge your voice with any emotions not to disturb your audience and, god forbid, prompt interaction! 
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6. Ignore your audience 
 
Ignoring your audience is of the paramount importance. After all, they are the reason why you had a 
sleepless night and now you’re so nervous. Look at your slides or at your notes avoiding all and any 
possible eye contact with the audience. Be super carfeul, because there is always someone in the 
audience that may have a question. In case someone dares to ask you a distressing question, ping it 
back to him or her saying: “And what do YOU think about it?” or just repeat their question back to 
them, pause, make a hmmm sound and then say “yes”.  
 
7. Don’t use any gestures 
 
Hands can be horribly annoying when you present. They don’t fit anywhere. The proven practice is to 
hide them behind your back or in your pockets. But most importantly, do not use any gestures what 
so ever, so as not to scare anyone off. 
 
Secret tip: Try to locate the speaking stand and hide your hands behind. 
 
8. Don’t use a clicker, appoint someone 
 
Don’t advance your own slides. Appoint someone who will move them forward instead of you. Agree 
on verbal clues and shout during your presentation: “Next!” “Skip this one!” or “I’m not going to talk 
about this today.” 
 
9. Don’t finish on time! 
 
Often, your presentation is time-limited, not allowing you to elaborate sufficiently on all 666 slides in 
your slide deck. Don’t worry! A little overtime, never killed nobody. Take your extra time to finish your 
speech and summarize your 2-hour presentation in only 20 minutes.  
 
10. Don’t forget to include a thank you slide! 
 
Last but not least, don’t forget to finish your presentation with a thank you slide. Instead of placing 
your contact details at the last slide, insert a big ‘Thank you!’ to enforce your gratefulness.  
So if you want to create and deliver a dead-boring presentation, follow all the stated points. If you 
want to spare your audience after all and enchant them with an engaging speech, do exactly the 
opposite. 
 
The article with all the pictures was originally published on sli.do blog. 
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