
So you want to write a paper?
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 It counts!

 It helps you to focus your research and 
thesis writing.

 It provides excellent feedback on your work.

 It is exciting!

Why bother to publish?



 What will your article be about?

 What makes a good article?

 Where will you send it?

 How will you write it?

 How will you present it?

Getting Started: Five things to consider



 ONE THING ONLY

 A single, clearly defined topic or issue, like
 a critical literature review,

 a theoretical perspective,

 an analysis of an issue or event,

 a report of a study, or

 a practical application.

 It is important to tell only one story.

What will your article be about?



Typically, a good article contains

 a guiding theory or conceptual framework,

 important, clear questions that will inform research and/or 
practice,

 an appropriate, rigorous design,

 sufficient data to support claims made, and

 implications for further research and/or practice.

What makes a good article?



 What is the article about?

 Who is the audience?
 academics?

 practitioners?

 the lay public?

 What journals publish for
 your audience?

 your specialisation?

 your research approach?

 Is there a relevant special issue?

Where will you send your article?



 Coherently and succinctly.

 With a beginning,
a middle, and
an end.

 In tune with your audience
 Academic – scholarly

 Practitioner – to the point

 Lay public – engagingly

 With feedback from your peers and mentor.

How will you write your article?



 According to the “Information for Contributors”

 Make sure you get these things right
 spelling and grammar

 length

 format of document

 referencing style

 submission format

 Enclose a short, polite covering letter , if not web 
submission.

How will you present your article?



1. The lack of theory that leads to an unclear question.

2. An unclear question that leads to a poor design.

3. A poor design that leads to inappropriate or insufficient 
data collection.

4. Inappropriate or insufficient data collection coupled with 
unclear questions leads to an inability to support claims 
and conclusions.

5. Unsupported claims and conclusions lead to weak or no 
implications for practice.

Reasons for rejecting manuscripts



 Don’t be disheartened if reviewers are critical, and don’t 
seem to understand your point.

What happens when the reviews arrive?



 Repeat: Don’t be disheartened if they are critical, 
and don’t  seem to understand your point. 

(Put the reviews aside for a bit!)

 Be positive – you are learning!

 Make the changes

 Return the manuscript with a letter stating exactly
how you have addressed the reviewers’ comments

Respond to the reviewers!
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